
To:  Mr. Scott Hardy                6 September 2021 
Whitsunday Regional Council 
Email to: scott.hardy@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au 
 
Dear Scott,  
 
Further to the public concerns voiced on social media (see attached) regarding the removal of 
casuarinas at the Beacons Beach, we would welcome a community say as to what is going on 
at this public beach and the revegetation of the site.    
 
The community gave up Muddy Bay some years ago in return for a plan which included this 
public beach to go some way in replacing the lost amenity of the whole area.   Vegetation 
was a condition of the State Government’s approval. 
 
It would appear that the removal of these casuarinas are not actually part of a management 
plan for the Beacons Beach, rather it is a reaction to landowners requests. 
 
Landowners notoriously want ‘view improvements’ which results in competing interests for 
the community who prefer shade and the amenity of trees on their public foreshores. 
Landowners are on the record around Australia for killing trees to improve their views.  Some 
councils have re-planted AND erected signage where the trees had been, explaining that these 
trees are on public land, for the public benefit and the signs will remain until the trees have 
substantially grown.  
 
The Whitsunday Conservation Council (WCC) , as a representative community group,  is 
therefore requesting to see the proposal in respect to the current tree removal AND have 
some input into what Council is considering to replace them with.  Casuarinas are important 
food trees for the Black Cockatoo both of which are in decline thanks to coastal development 
generally. In fact, black cockatoos use these trees regularly to feed and it is common to see 
both tourists and locals watching them and photographing them there.  It is also pretty much 
the only shady place for people at this end of the beach. 
 
Secondly, what is the longer-term management plan for the Beacons public beach?   We 
suggest it might be time to review any existing plan to incorporate the competing interests in 
the area, especially in these times when locally accessibly interactions with nature are 
becoming all the more important to get right. 
 
We look forward to receiving the plans and working constructively with your department and 
parks and gardens for good outcomes for everyone. 
 
Sincerely, 

  

 
Faye C. Chapman  -   Secretary 

The Whitsunday Conservation Council acknowledges the Ngaro, Gia, Juru and Birri People, the Traditional 
Custodians of the land and seas upon which we meet to conduct our activities. 
We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
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